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Eight stalwart club Miateers recently made a 1000 mile roundtrip to 
southern Indiana to compete in Tire Squeal 2020. The event involves 
driving a 175 mile loop of roads, taking in the scenery and stopping to 
sample the local cuisine (if that’s the appropriate term). The route is 
named after Germany’s 17.5 mile Nürburgring. Since it’s Indiana, it’s 
called The Schweinefiletring™ (translation: Pork Tenderloin Ring)! 

Steve & Pat Dettmer, Jarvis & Marsha Gamble, Bill Potvin & Linda 
Myers and Greg & Terri Wilkins took a seven hour scenic route 
(devised by Greg) from Findlay to Bloomington, the site of Indiana 
University and situated on the western edge of “the ring.”  Home for 
the next three nights was Century Suites, featuring one and two 
bedroom suites in a cluster of unique houses.  The group dined that 
night at Salt Creek Brewery, one of the sponsoring eateries of the event.  It was a fun place, but we were 
disappointed that they were out of pork tenderloins, the featured meal for Tire Squeal, which would have 
provided 25 points in the contest. 

(see Tire Squeal, page 2) 

Mille Miglia to the Schweinefiletring                                by Bill Potvin

25th Anniversary Celebration 
Date:   Saturday, July 18, 2020                Meet: 1:00 pm 

Place: Otsego Park, 20000 W River Rd, Bowling Green, Ohio 

Don’t miss our celebration of “25 Years of Top-Down Fun”.  
First we’ll meander over some of the roads that have provided us so much 

fun since 1995.  The drive will end at Leisure Time Winery where 
we’ll enjoy the country scene and reminisce about those good times. 

Be sure to bring stories to share with your Miata friends.   
We’ll dine on a simple fare of pizza, paninis, salads and pasta and taste 
the wines and craft beers on offer (see https://leisuretimewinery.com).  

RSVP to Steve and Pat Dettmer by Saturday, July 11. 
Call 419-350-5986 or email stevepatd@gmail.com
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(from Tire Squeal, page 1) 

Actually, we were only half-hearted participants in the 
contest.  It involved garnering points for 10 stops on the 
route, as well as for eating at four restaurants, with extra 
points for ordering pork tenderloins. There were also points 
to be had for solving riddles and for contributing to Gleaners 
food bank, which was the charity benefiting from the event.  
We played along a bit, but chose to focus our attention on 
the great roads of Brown County and the surrounding area, 
as well as enjoying each others’ company. 

During our stay, we ate at Sgt Rick’s American Grill and 
Nick’s English Hut, both of which DID serve pork tenderloin 

sandwiches, so when in Rome … We also had a nice meal at the restaurant at our hotel, the Indian 
Palace.  Being mostly unfamiliar with Indian food, our servers made some great recommendations and 
we were all very happy with the results. 

We drove the entire Schweinefiletring™ route in one day. The organizers provided detailed instructions, 
so there was no issue of getting lost. Some of the points of interest eluded us, though, and required a bit 
of backtracking before we found them. The weather was perfect for top-down motoring and, as 
promised, the roads were interesting and the scenery was beautiful.  Brown County lived up to its 
reputation. 

The next day was spent touring the area on our own.  We had all heard of French Lick, but besides 
getting a chuckle out of the name, none of us really appreciated its features and history.  It was only a 
little more than an hour from Bloomington, so we headed south to see what the attraction was.  Turns 
out the town has a lot to offer.  In the early part of the 20th century it was a destination for those seeking 
the mineral springs there.  That explains the two huge hotels in town, the nearly 700 room French Lick 
Resort Hotel and Casino and the West Baden Springs Hotel.  We toured the grand French Lick Hotel and 
enjoyed a nice lunch nearby. 

We also learned that the town is semi-famous for a) Pluto Water, the best selling laxative in the early 
1900’s, b)  the place where Franklin D. Roosevelt announced his candidacy for president, c) the hotel 
where tomato juice was invented, and d) the birthplace of Larry Byrd, basketball great. Who knew?  

After lunch, we headed south again, traveling on scenic and twisty IN 145 on our way to and from Tell City 
on the Ohio River. There we enjoyed the view, followed by ice cream treats at a local soft serve place.  It 
was the end of our Indiana experience, and the next day we each followed our own routes home in 
continued good weather.  We all agreed that It had been a terrific four day adventure.   

Our road cleanup will start at 9 
am and finishes by 10:30. Our 
starting point is Nazareth Hall, 
on SR 65 in Wood County, about 
a mile south of SR 235.   

Please volunteer to help by 
contacting Karl Schwemley 
N O W a t 4 1 9 - 3 5 6 - 0 4 0 4 o r 
kschwemley@bex.net so that 
we can be assured of a good 
turnout.

Adopt-A-Highway - July 25 Covid-19 Precautions
D e a l i n g w i t h t h e p a n d e m i c i s 
complicated. Ohio seems to be acting 
prudently, but it is a dynamic situation.   

Our anniversary party will be held 
respecting social distancing, and with 
face coverings encouraged.  Dining will 
be outside to further minimize contact.    

Hopefully, we can start meandering 
again with these precautions. As 
always, volunteer hosts are needed.
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Stop in and talk to Nik, Mark or Bill, 
 and check the club web site for 

the latest special  deals.

1600  N.  Countyline  Street 
Fostoria,  Ohio   44830 

419-435-8131                  800-589-8111 
Email:   nik@mazdadirectsales.com
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Tentative 2020 Event Calendar          
      Saturday, July 18                  Club’s 25th Anniversary Meander and Party at Leisure Time Winery 
       Saturday, July 25                 Adopt-A-Highway Session organized by Karl Schwemley 
        Saturday, September 5     Eric Jones Memorial Riverrun Tour hosted by Buckeye Miata Club 
        September 24-27                 Miatas at Margaritaville hosted by Gateway Miata Club 
        Sun-Sat, Sep 27-Oct 3         Miatas at the Gap hosted by Larry and Jan Sheridan 
        Saturday, October 17         Adopt-A-Highway Session organized by Karl Schwemley 

NWOhio Officers 
      President      
       Bill Roan                        419-345-3076 
       crescentclr@aol.com 
  
       Membership/Treasurer 
       Steve and Pat Dettmer.  419-350-5986      
       stevepatd@gmail.com 
                                 
       Editor 
       Bill Potvin                      419-891-9191 
       bpotvin@bex.net 

       Technical Editor 
        Greg Wilkins                 419-619-4952 
        tandgwilkins@earthlink.net 
         
       Facebook Group Guy 
       Terry Koral                    419-265-1608 
       tkoral@bex.net 

       Adopt-A-Highway Chairman 
       Karl Schwemley             419-356-0404 
       kschwemley@bex.net 

As we get closer to our 25th Anniversary celebration, 
relive the commemoration of the fifteenth year after 
the club’s founding.  It was another gala event that 
included a breakfast, a meander, a picnic, and a ride on 
a canal boat.  Enjoy the memories.   
We’ll end our trip back in time in the August issue of 
the M Edition with a reprint of an article on the club’s 
20th anniversary event, as well as July’s 25th 
anniversary party.     

Even More 25th Anniversary Year Reflections

25 Years of Top-Down Fun
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